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Estimates place Metro Vancouver’s homeless population at approximately
3,200 individuals. More than half of the homeless people in Vancouver
have been on the streets for over a year and that number is growing. This
tour examined a continuum of solutions to homelessness, from supportive
housing projects, to social enterprise and employment training initiatives.

The tour began at Potluck Café, one of the most successful social
enterprises on Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside (DTES). Potluck
Cafe provides long-term employment to multi-barriered DTES
residents as well as a subsidized meal program for tenants of
supportive housing units in the area.

The tour continued to RainCity Housing and Support Society
where delegates met with tenants at ‘The Lux’, a long-term and
transitional housing facility. RainCity staff and clients testified to the
difficulty of finding and maintaining housing in Vancouver, particularly
for those with addiction and mental illness issues.

Delegates next stopped at Covenant House Vancouver and spoke
with youth who have transitioned from street life through Covenant
House programs and frontline outreach workers who proactively
seek out street-involved youth.

Finally, delegates visited the Coast Mental Health Resource Centre
where they spoke with persons affected by mental illness. The group
toured the facility and heard from clients about their personal
challenges finding housing and employment.
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Delegates speak with a tenant at RainCity Housing.

CBSR recognizes Coast Capital Savings for its contribution to the
Seeing is Believing program.
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